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Streaming

An effect size is a standardised and scale-free measure of the relative size of the effect of an intervention.

Effect size: 0.12

Source:https://www.swweducation.org/?p=4829
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The purpose of assessment

“ …  the fundamental purpose of 
assessment is to establish where 
learners are in their learning at the 
time of the assessment.”

Masters, G. (2013). Reforming educational assessment: Imperatives, principles and 
challenges: Australian Education Review No. 57. Retrieved from 
http://research.acer.edu.au/aer/12/
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Year Level Achievement Approach

The traditional approach whereby:
• Focus is on curriculum expectations and normative comparisons
• Communication of learning progress tends to be discrete to year level.

How much of the curriculum has the student attained in a learning area?
Is the student ‘falling’ behind her classmates’ attainment?
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Progressive Achievement Approach

Professor Geoff Masters describes assessing 
growth over time as an approach that:

‘….is focussed on establishing the points that 
individuals have reached in their learning, setting 
personal stretch targets for further learning, and 
monitoring the progress that individuals make 
over time.’
[…]
‘Rather than expecting all students of the same 
age to be at the same point in their learning at 
the same time, this approach expects every 
student to make excellent learning progress over 
the course of a school year, regardless of their 
starting point. In other words, this approach sets 
high expectations for every student’s “growth”.’

Masters (2013). Towards a growth mindset in assessment. 
https://research.acer.edu.au/ar_misc/17/

Year level achievement approach 
to assessment emphasises

evidence - using data to understand 
what students have attained in 
reference to the curriculum

supporting the next steps –
informing teaching and learning by 
identifying areas in the curriculum 
where students need assistance

tracking attainment – monitoring 
students’ trends in curriculum 
attainment over time.
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A progressive achievement 
approach emphasises

evidence - using data to understand 
where students are at in their learning

supporting the next steps -
informing teaching and learning by 
identifying skills, knowledge and 
concepts in the learning area where 
students need assistance

tracking progression - monitoring 
growth in student achievement over 
time.

versus 

Education policy is recognising the importance of 
progressive achievement thinking

Recommendation 1 

Embed a focus on individual student achievement through 
continuous learning progress in the policies and practices of all 
schools and systems, with the expectation that each student 
should achieve at least one year’s growth throughout each year 
of schooling. 

Through Growth to Achievement (a.k.a. Gonski 2.0)

Source: https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/national-literacy-and-numeracy-learning-progressions/



Learning Progressions

A learning progression describes what it typically looks like for 
learners to move from early knowledge, skills and understandings 
to more advanced knowledge, skills and understandings within a 
domain.

Self-Reported Grades 

1. Students knowing about their chances of success 
2. Awareness of what they know about a subject

Source:https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/FREE-Student-Self-Assessment-Levels-of-Understanding-1012020

Effect size: 1.33 
avg 0.4

Thanks. 


