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Industry body calls
for plantation policy

SEAN VAN DER WIELEN

The State’s forestry advoca-
cy body has revealed its
request for a State planta-
tions policy and support for
ecological thinning ahead of
the State election.

The Forest Industries Fed-
eration of WA released its
Key Industry Asks docu-
ment on Monday, which out-
lines the steps it believes
need to be taken to make the
State “self-reliant” in timber
production.

Five main steps are
included in the document,
beginning with a State plan-
tations policy which would
see plantations treated the
same as crops in agricultu-
ralland areas and treat State
Government and private

plantations the same under
planning laws.

The industry body wants
to see the State Govern-
ment’s softwood land hold-
ings increase to a minimum
of 100,000ha over the next
decade, arguing the Govern-
ment’s $350 million commit-
ment to grow holdings be-
tween 2021 and 2031 is
insufficient.

It has requested the State
Government encourage the
use of timber and imple-
ment a 50 per cent target for
use of sustainably sourced
timbers in government con-
struction projects.

Rounding out its demands
is a call for ecological thin-
ning to be encouraged in
both State and privately
owned native forests in WA,

for plantations to be consi-
dered an “asset of State sig-
nificance” in the Depart-
ment of Biodiversity, Con-
servation and Attractions’
fire mitigation and control
strategy, and for more
prescribed burning to pro-
tect plantations from fire
risks.

Chief executive Adele
Farina said the requested
measures were “simple but
key steps” to support the in-
dustry and maintain WA’s
timber supply.

“Our Key Industry Asks
document has been careful-
ly thought out to act as a
guide for both government
and opposition members,”
she said.

“The goal is to strengthen
our homegrown timber

production and processing
capabilities, avoiding re-
liance on timber imports.

“There are many other
benefits associated with re-
aching that goal, including
helping fight climate
change, providing employ-
ment, underpinning region-
al communities and creating
renewable and sustainable
products.”

The forestry industry has
been hit hard by the State
Government’s ban on
native timber logging at the
start of the year, much of
which had been centred on
Manjimup and neighbour-
ing areas.

More than $80m has been
spent by the State Govern-
ment to assist with the tran-
sition.

MELISSA PEDELTY

The Rotary Club of Manji-
mup goes to great lengths
to raise funds for local
community projects and
its recent annual barbecue
was no exception.

For more than eight
years, students from
Christ Church Grammar
School in Perth have par-
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ticipated in the barbecue
as part of their Year 10
excursion, while exploring
the Manjimup Heritage
Park.

This year 235 students
attended the event with
Rotary president Paul
Rumenos saying the barbe-
cue was an opportunity to
raise community funds
and showcase Manjimup.

More than 200 students from Christ Church Grammar School were in attendance. Picture: Paul Rumenos

STUDENTS PITCH IN AT ROTARY BBC

“I love that they get to
know our community,” he
said.

“The kids run around,
they love the park. For all
the effort, it’s very reward-
ing.”

The students will go on
to experience more of the
Lower South West region
over the coming days, mak-
ing their way through

Northcliffe to Walpole.
Mr Rumenos said the
barbecue initially started
as a fundraising opportu-
nity and had blossomed
into a rewarding experi-
ence for both the students
and club members, many
of whom have their
own connection to the sec-
ondary school located in
Claremont.
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